Reversed "C" ministernotomy for aortic valve replacement.
The technique of aortic valve replacement through a reversed "C" sternotomy incision is described. The sternal incision extends between the second and the fifth intercostal space and provides excellent exposure of the ascending aorta, the aortic root, and the right atrial appendage. The procedure can be performed with standard cannulation for cardiopulmonary bypass and conventional surgical instruments.